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Dear Sister Links,
February is the month when some of us
celebrate Valentine’s Day by the
giving of candy, flowers, and much
more.
February is also noted for Go Red in
honor of American Heart Association’s
Campaign for Women to take care of
their heart by knowing the warning
signs of heart disease. We celebrate Go
Red day on the first Friday of
February.
It is also the time when American
citizens observe Black History Month.
Black History Month is an annual
celebration of achievements by Black
Americans and a time for recognizing
the role of African Americans in U.S.
history. It is also about listening to the
beautiful spirituals that reflect our past.
Last month, the world heard about the
three women who changed and were
responsible for getting John Glenn
launched successfully into space. The
movie, “Hidden Figures,” has been
more lucrative than anyone thought it
would be. But the story does not end
there.
In speaking with a former Connecting
Link in our Chapter (Dan Minor), he
shared with me the story of the Navy’s
“Hidden Figure,” Engineer Raye
Montague. Retired engineer, Raye
Montague, single-handedly changed
the way U.S. Navy ships are made and
used.

Montague is credited with the rough
draft of the first U.S. Naval ship design
using a computer (FFG-7 Class: 1971)
which revolutionized naval ship design.
She became the first female Program
Manager of Ships in the United Sates
Navy. I have included her story in this
Legacy.
Black women have changed the course
of this country. We continue to
celebrate the achievements of well
know civil rights activists. Let’s also
educate and celebrate those Black
pioneers who excelled in the sciences,
technology, engineers and mathematics
and make their names are on the lips of
children and adults as part of the
curriculum being taught to our children
and all children. We have every reason
to celebrate February.
Next month, the Inglewood Pacific
Chapter will be honored with the
inaugural “Champions of Change:
Women in Leadership Award” by the
Inglewood Airport Chamber of
Commerce on Thursday, March 16th at
the Crown Plaza Hotel from 6:30pm –
8:30pm. As soon as they send me the
ticket cost, the Corresponding Secretary
will send an email. Also being
recognized is Special Assistant to the
Mayor of Inglewood, Melanie McDade
and the CEO of Centinela Hospital. So
I hope many of you will be able to
attend.
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Lastly, I can’t stress enough how important it
is to turn your money in for the Southern
California/Nevada Cluster Day on April 1st.
Each chapter is responsible for a minimum
of 10 members attending. This is also a
service hour opportunity. The cost is $75
per person. Make your check payable to
“IPC.” We must turn in our count with a
payment on Tuesday to the Cluster. The
flyer is also attached.
In closing, I hope you had a wonderful love
month and please take good care of your
heart!

Happy Birthday
Links
Susan Hall Comrie – 2/4
Charlotte Ned – 2/9
Antoinette Carter – 2/11
Brenda Lamotte – 2/13
Seniora Matthews – 2/13
Billie Jean Barrett – 2/14
Catherine Hughes – 2/21

January Connecting Links
Irvin Williams - 2/24
Lorenzo Young = 2/25

In Friendship,

Leslie
Link Leslie

Special thanks to Link Cameron
Brown, Link Flora Cordett and
Link Krishna Tabor for assisting me by
being a hostess server during the repast
following the William Ricketts
Memorial.

Member Assessment
This is a reminder that each member is assessed
$500 when we don’t have a fundraiser. A payment
coupon will be included in the Deck. All

assessments must be paid before dues are
accepted.

Make checks payable to “White Rose Foundation.”
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Connecting Links

Chapter Meeting

Congratulations to Tuskegee Airmen
Major Levi Thornhill who was
honored by the Los Angeles County
Chapter of the Freedom Foundation at
Valley Forge. He received the
George Washington Honor Medal at
Spago Beverly Hills.

Saturday, January 28, 2017

♦
Charles Harriford is making great
progress. Please continue to send get
well cards to him at home.
♦
Special thanks to Roy Harris and
Daniel Tabor for participating in the
Connecting Link Service for William
Newton Ricketts.

Meeting: 9:00 am

Maggiano’s in the Grove
189 The Grove Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90036
Breakfast: 8:30 am

Hostesses:
Link Christy Calvin
Link Antoinette Carter
Link Susan Hall Comrie

FINANCE REMINDER
HAITI CONTRIBUTION
As a reminder, there are several of you who have not paid their $5
assessment for the Western Area Haiti Project. The Chapter voted in
April 2016 to participate for 5 years.
Dues will not be accepted until this assessment is paid.

CHAPTER DUES

Haiti Donation 2016

Chapter dues are $660 and are being accepted from January through March. You pay your dues in installments
provided you have met the Chapter Assessment ($500 – payable to the White Rose Foundation – Link Doris Tims,
WRF Financial Secretary) and the Western Area Assessment ($5 – payable to Inglewood Pacific Chapter – Link
Rhonda Cotton, IPC Financial Secretary. The last day to pay your dues via check is March 15th. Payments received
on March 16th and after must be paid by Cash, Money Order or Cashier’s Check
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Judge Marguerite D. Downing, a Past President of BWL, is the 2017 recipient of the California Women
Lawyers Joan Dempsey Klein Distinguished Jurist Award. Judge Downing is also a Past President of CWL. The
award is named in honor of Joan Dempsey Klein, a Justice on the Second District Court of Appeal in California
and a champion of women's rights. She was a founder and provisional president of CWL and the first president of
the National Association of Women Judges, and she has spent considerable time giving support and positive
reinforcement to women in the legal profession. Candidates for the Joan Dempsey Klein Distinguished Jurist
Award are evaluated for excellence as jurists and for longstanding vigorous service and inspiration to the women
lawyers of California. Please join us in congratulating Judge Downing!

Engineer Raye Montague: The
Navy’s ‘Hidden Figure’
Montague was also the first female professional engineer
to receive the Society of Manufacturing Engineers
Achievement Award (1978) and the National Computer
Graphics Association Award for the Advancement of
Computer Graphics (1988). She has also received a host of
other honors from military branches, industry, and
academia. Montague worked on the USS Dwight D.
Eisenhower (CVN-69) and the Navy’s first landing craft
helicopter-assault ship (LHA#1).
Her story begins when she was a 7-year-old girl. America captured a German submarine off the coast of South
Carolina. Soon after it was captured the submarine was put on tour across the country. That’s when Montague
saw it in Little Rock with her grandfather. She visited the submarine and became fascinated with the vessel and
asked what kind of profession a person needed to have to work in maritime vessels.
“And I looked through the periscope and saw all these dials and mechanisms and I said to the guy, ‘What do you
have to know to do this,'” Montague recalled. “He said, ‘Oh, you’d have to be an engineer, but you don’t
have to worry about that.'” While that may have been an insult, Montague took that as a challenge.
Growing up, Montague was constantly ridiculed for saying she wanted to be an engineer. Classmates would
laugh and heckle her, but her 8th grade teacher, Mrs. Irma Holiday, took a liking to her and became her mentor.
“She said, ‘Don’t let them tease you. Aim for the stars and the very worst you’ll land on the moon,'” Montague
said of her long-time mentor.
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Even with a college degree, Montague had to start at the bottom. Her first job was with the U.S. Navy in
Washington D.C. While working for the Navy, Montague sat next to a 1950’s UNIVAC I computer. Day in and day
out, she would watch and learn how Ivy League graduate engineers ran the computer. One day when the
engineers all got sick, Montague jumped up and ran the UNIVAC all by herself. “Because ‘we’ weren’t supposed
to touch that computer right? And because I was from Arkansas,” said Montague of her haters.
Over the next 14 years, Montague would become
competent with computers she was transferred in
1970 to design and construct ships. It was there
she was given the challenge that would change
her life.

so

In an effort to prove that she couldn’t do the job
(you know how “they do”), her boss gave her a
job that was nearly impossible to do–but they
didn’t know Montague.
“The admirals came to me and said, ‘Young lady, we understand you’ve got a system to design ships,'” she
recalled. “And they said, ‘The President has given us two months, we can give you a month, can you do it?”
She did it in 18 hour and 56 minutes.
Montague revolutionized the design process for all naval ships and submarines. With each year that passed, she
grew in knowledge and her skills were sought after frequently with speaking engagements and awards. She
received award after award from both the Navy and U.S. government. One of those awards was the U.S. Navy’s
Meritorious Civilian Service Award in 1972, the Navy’s third-highest civilian award.

(Photo Credit: Pride Magazine)
After being nominated for an award by the secretary of the Navy,
Montague said someone threatened to kill her. “My life was
threatened. Death threats were real,” Montague said. “A white man
asked me not to accept the award because a white woman had not
received the award. I told him I am accepting this award.”
The young woman that was denied entry into the University of Arkansas
found herself in places she never dreamed of. “God sends you what you
need,” she said. “People put obstacles in your way. You find a way to
achieve despite the system not because of the system.
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